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that warrants of arrest for violations of the internal revenue laws 

may be issued by a Magistrate Judge, with no reference to similar 

authority granted to a District Judge. While one doubts whether such 

language excludes the authority of District Judges to engage in these 

activities, it underscores the importance of Magistrate Judges within 

the system, particularly with respect to preliminary criminal matters.

2Although the phrase “Magistrate’s Court” is frequently heard 

in federal courthouses, there is no such thing in our current 

federal system. Magistrate Judges are judges of the District 

Court.19 The phrase “Magistrate’s Court” frequently refers to court-

rooms where all or most of the matters heard are criminal in nature, 

sometimes with rotating Magistrate Judges handling the criminal 

duties, but it is a misnomer. Magistrate Judges are appointed by the 

District Court Judges in that District to serve in the District Court, 

not in a so-called “Magistrate’s Court.”

1The title of the position is “U.S. Magistrate Judge.” The prede-

cessors of the FMJA, among others, worked hard to support 

the change of title, in order to bring Magistrate Judges in line 

with other Article I judicial officers, such as Bankruptcy Judges, Tax 

Court Judges, and Claims Court Judges.20 One earlier proposal would 

have changed the title from Magistrate to “Assistant U.S. District 

Judge,” but this, thankfully, was not adopted.21 Those who practice in 

the federal courts might observe that just as “District,” “Circuit,” and 

“Bankruptcy” are descriptive adjectives that modify the title Judge, so 

is “Magistrate.” As of 1990, Magistrate no longer is a stand-alone title 

in the federal court, any more than District, Circuit, or Bankruptcy 

would be. The proper and preferred address is Magistrate Judge, or 

Judge, or Your Honor. Paraphrasing from Judge Randolph in A Few 

Good Men, we are quite certain that we have earned such a title.22 
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